
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Specialist Status  

Newsletter 
April 2008 – Issue 11 

National Science and Engineering Week  

7th – 16th March 2008 

An interesting and varied programme of talks, activities and events marked an 
enjoyable and lively National Science and Engineering Week.  

To start the week, students from Year 9 joined in the first national FaraDay event at 
the Science Museum. Organised by the Institute of Engineering and Technology, 
students worked their way through a series of interactive workshops based on the 
theme of ‘Technology for Life’.  

Tuesday saw us entertaining 300 visitors from our partner primary schools with 
Richard Robinson’s show ‘The Big G’. Year 4 students learnt about gravity, centres 
of gravity and air pressure whilst watching Richard’s unusual mix of magic and 
learning. In order to explore for themselves, students were also encouraged to ‘try 
this magic at home’!  

Richard Robinson then stayed with us to give the Community Presentation in the 
evening. The presentation entitled ‘Why Does the Toast Always Fall Butter Side 
Down’, was lively, amusing and definitely out of the ordinary as he answered many 
of the questions that puzzle us on a day to day basis. A record number of parents, 
students and other members of the wider community were entertained by his 
whacky sense of humour which accompanied the science on show. Many visitors 
said that they could have listened to him all evening and everybody left knowing 
just a little more science than when they arrived!  

Thursday was marked by a visit from Rob Farr, an energy consultant and workshop 
presenter sponsored by BP. Students from Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 joined in his 
workshops during science lessons and his visit was a great success, serving as 
excellent revision for the year groups involved.  

Throughout the week, the Science and Maths departments ran a series of ‘quick’ 
break time events putting the fun into science and maths. Filling bicycle inner tubes 
with varying amounts of air allowed students to race the tyres along a course 
comparing the times. Mr Ward demonstrated  

Iain Hayes (10MW) assisting Mr Ward 

 

 the properties of dry ice and carbon 
dioxide gas which drew a large crowd! 

The Maths department took over the 
break time events on Friday with the 
very popular ‘Sweet Estimation’ 
involving a large amount of Maltesers 
and a lot of guessing. The second Maths 
event saw small teams of students 
working together to join paper hexagons 
and pentagons to make footballs. The 
teams were very competitive and the 
resulting footballs were ‘unusual’! 

 



 

        
 

 

                                              

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Specialist Status Newsletter 

Dates for the Diary……   

ICT Course –   Excel – 8th, 15th & 22nd May 
(6.30pm – 8.30pm) 

Bletchley Park visit – 20th May 

Junior Maths Challenge – 1st May 

Maths and Science Masterclasses 

 Due to the popularity of our primary school masterclasses, we have increased the 
number of classes offered this year. Maths and Science masterclasses are designed to 
stretch Year 5 students from our partner primary schools, giving them a taster of the 
subjects at secondary level. So far this year, St Martin’s, Stamford Green and 
Danetree have been challenged by the Maths classes and Auriol, Cuddington and 
Danetree have experienced science ‘Blenheim style’!  

Partner Primary Schools 

       We are delighted to welcome Danetree Junior School to 
our family of Specialist Status partner schools. We look 
forward to working with students from Danetree 
especially in the areas of Maths and Science. 

 

The science of rockets! 

Students from Danetree 
Junior School working in 
the school grounds with 
Mr Spearing. 

Your Suggestions Please! 

We have now held five Community 
Presentations on subjects ranging from old 
bones and the reconstruction of faces to how 
to take the perfect free kick; from volcanic 
super-eruptions to rock guitars; and finally 
the answers to all those little questions 
governed by Murphy’s Law!..............but 
what would you like to see next? 

Maybe you have heard a speaker who has 
really impressed you? Is there a subject that 
you have seen on television that you would 
like to know more about? If anyone has any 
ideas, please e-mail 
benton@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk or phone 
the school …… and please keep supporting 
the Community Presentations! 

Revision Classes 

Revision classes for Year 11 students are 
underway in Maths and Science. Please 
encourage your sons/daughters to attend as 
many as possible as they really do make a 
difference! 

Maths 

Wednesday, 2nd, 23rd & 30th April  

Friday, 9th May 

Science 

Wed 02/04/08 Biology 2a Revision 
Wed  23/04/08 Chemistry 2a Revision 
Mon 28/04/08 Drop-in Revision Clinic 
Wed 30/04/08 Physics 2b Revision 
Thu 01/05/08 Chemistry 2b Revision 
Wed 07/05/08 Biology 2b Revision 
Thu 08/05/08 Drop-in Revision Clinic 

 
Maths with Nintendo! 

The Maths department has purchased the 
first four of sixteen proposed Nintendo DS 
handheld game consoles. Used for the game 
‘Maths Training’, students can combine 
playing with learning! 


